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Commanding General Maj. Gen. William Monk III



U.S. Army Reserve ship commissioning honors the daring and distinguished service 

of an African-American slave turned sailor during America’s Civil War

FIRST ARMY RESERVE VESSEL TO BE COMMISSIONED IN HONOR OF AN 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN CITIZEN

     HEADQUARTERS, 99th REGIONAL READINESS COMMAND, Coraopolis, Pa. – On September 15, 2007, The U.S. Army Reserve will conduct an unusual ceremony in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor – a ship commissioning. Who knew the Army and its Reserve component had ships? Not many, but it does, in a waterborne force informally known as the “Army’s Navy.”

     Perhaps what’s even more unique about this commissioning ceremony it that Logistics Support Vessel-8 (LSV-8) USAV MG Robert Smalls (United States Army Vessel Major General Robert Smalls) is the Army’s first vessel to be named for an African-American citizen. Robert Smalls was 23 years old in 1862 when he led a revolt with his wife and a dozen other slaves. They commandeered the Confederate vessel Planter, and sailed her past armed, unfriendly outposts to the nearest Union blockade vessel, where Smalls surrendered the vessel.

     The following year, for his courage and daring under fire aboard Planter, Smalls was made the first black captain of a U.S. vessel.  He later became a legislator in South Carolina and a militia general. He served five terms in Congress and became the Collector of Customs in Beaufort, SC, ironically living in the house where had once been a slave.

     The Robert Smalls story contains all the dramatic elements of freedom and success, war and peace, and the re-birth of a nation more firmly based in a collective struggle for individual equality. Kitt Alexander, a Washington DC-area historian, who will be a special, honored guest, was instrumental in successfully achieving the proposal to have an Army vessel named for Smalls.
     The Army Reserve’s 203rd Transportation Detachment has the only licensed crew for LSV-8 in the entire Army. MG Robert Smalls is also the Army’s most recent acquisition and the largest vessel currently in the Army’s floating inventory.

     Several noteworthy military and political VIPs will be present for the ceremony, as well as direct descendents of Robert Smalls. Interviews with Smalls’ family, Kitt Alexander and other Smalls’ historians, as well as attending VIPs and the vessel’s crew will be available. Please plan to provide coverage of this event, and notify us ASAP of your intent so we may better facilitate your objectives at and after the ceremony. Although public tours of the vessel will be conducted later in the day, ceremony attendance is by invitation only.
EVENT: Official Commissioning Ceremony for USAV MG Robert Smalls (LSV-8)

LOCATION: Inner Harbor, Baltimore (LSV-8 will be docked at the bulkhead in front of the Inner Harbor’s waterfront mall (on the right facing the harbor from land)
DAY/DATE: Saturday, September 15, 2007

TIME: The ceremony will commence promptly at 10 a.m. (Arrive NLT 9:30 a.m.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Media representatives should notify this office of coverage intent ASAP. All media representatives must provide photo identification and proof of affiliation, and be credentialed before boarding LSV-8 for the ceremony. Requested interviews will be conducted after the ceremony is complete at 11. Since there has been widespread interest expressed in this event, we strongly recommend you submit your intent with full names, affiliation and mobile communication contact. Comprehensive media packets will be provided but forward info is also available by performing an Internet subject search on “Robert Smalls.” All media representatives must report to the media desk near the vessel to be credentialed before boarding.
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